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QUEENS CIVIC CONGRESS OFFERS PROPERTY TAX ALTERNATIVE;
CAPTURE OVER ONE BILLION IN LOST REAL PROPERTY REVENUE

         Queens Civic Congress President Sean M. Walsh issued this statement at the Queens Civic 
Congress Annual Legislative Reception today at the Douglaston Club:

          Rather than the Mayor's across the board hike in the property tax that would exacerbate 
existing  inequities  in  the  system  of  assessing  and  taxing  New  York  City  commercial  and 
residential real estate, the Queens Civic Congress, a borough-wide coalition of more than 100 
civic, condo, cooperative and tenants associations, calls on the City of New York to adopt the 
measures to capture upwards of one billion dollars in lost real estate tax revenue based on illegal 
uses and improper property classifications through a combination of fines and improvements in 
the classification of real property.  The  Queens Civic Congress 2002-2003 Platform contained 
this sound reform.  Approved last spring by the members of the Congress, it  also includes a 
specific section on City Fiscal Affairs.
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         Elected officials attending the Queens Civic Congress legislative reception includes Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown, Member of Congress Anthony Weiner, State Senators Frank 
Padavan  and  Toby Stavisky,  Members  of  the  Assembly Michael  Cohen,  Mark  Weprin  and 
William Scarborough, City Council Finance Chair David Weprin, Transportation Chair John Liu, 
Zoning Chair Anthony Avella, Environmental Protection Chair James Gennaro and Ethics Chair 
Helen Sears and representatives of Mayor Bloomberg and Senator Malcolm Smith
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From the City Governance & City Budget/Fiscal Policy Section:

1. Implement a new fiscal strategic approach that uses budget surpluses to reduce existing debt 
and fund some capital projects on a pay-as-you-go basis. 

2.  Rather than mere across-the-board spending caps, a strategic review of each year's  annual 
spending to be justified rather than base-lined.

3. Reshape New York City's Annual Executive Expense Budget to reflect the need to deliver 
services  based  on the  varying needs  of  each of  the  five boroughs and the  diverse needs of 
communities.

4.  Set  capital  priorities  by  community  needs  and  that  support  neighborhood  development, 
including a borough-by-borough grid of capital spending by agency  (This also includes schools, 
housing, court facilities, highways, sewers, water supply, etc.).

5.  Develop  longer-term  city  capital  plan  that  makes  sense  by outlining  a  Strategic  Capital 
Program that identifies the City's real debt needs based on its real ability to advance projects. 

6.  Develop a coalition to seek federal and state funding commitments  based on the regional 
benefits of much of the City's proposed capital program.

7. Improve virtually non-existent legislative and executive oversight of the management of the 
City's capital plan and capital projects.

8. Pass a "Federal Brooks law" style professional contracting law barring bid fee cuts pending in 
the 1998-2001 City Council.

View the entire Queens Civic Congress Platform at: www.queensciviccongress.org
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