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October 27, 2007
Letters to the Editor
via E-mail: letters@nytimes.com.
The New York Times

To the editor:

City Hall must get a better handle on building inspections and wholesale violations of its Zoning 
Resolution and Building Code. Jim Dwyer's About New York  column, "A Hole In Brooklyn, 
And Scandal At City Hall," (October 27, 2007) makes clear what the Queens Civic Congress and 
the members of the over 100 group's in our borough-wide coalition continues to highlight: Too 
many blocks in too many neighborhoods face the scourge of unsafe and inappropriate, if  not 
illegal  development  at  any cost.  This  out-of-character  development  remains  a  huge  problem 
throughout Queens and in many other New York City neighborhoods

Construction  that  once  seemed  illegal  gets  a  pass  today.  The  City  allows  its  inspectors  to 
interpret the Zoning Resolution differently. Instead of remedial education for inspectors and plan 
examiners,  the  City  offered  new  zoning  designations  but,  particularly  since  a  certain  2005 
election outcome, City Hall continues to lag on the many re-zonings our neighborhoods clamor 
for.  The  upzoning  of  Hillside  Avenue  and  other  blocks  east  of  the  Jamaica  center  core 
underscored the total mis-allocation of priorities and resources and when it comes to quality of 
life and safety in our already developed communities.

On code issues, the Queens Civic Congress hosted Buildings Commissioner Patricia Lancaster 
earlier this year and plans a follow-up meeting with a key agency deputy next month.

Sincerely,
 

Corey Bearak, President 
Harbachan Singh, Vice President and  Zoning Enforcement co-chair
Joseph Amoroso, Zoning Enforcement co-chair

[The listing of Queens Civic Congress members appears on the next page.]

The article can be accessed via the following link: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/27/nyregion/27about.html?_r=1&ref=nyregion&oref=slogin 
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Queens Civic Congress Members
Association of Old Forest Hills ♦ Auburndale Improvement Association ♦ Bayside Civic Database ♦ Bayside  Clear-Spring 

Council ♦ Bayside Hills Civic Association ♦ Bayswater Civic Association ♦ Βay Terrace Community Alliance, Inc. ♦ Bellaire-
BellVill Civic Association ♦ Belle Harbor Property Owners Association ♦ Bellerose Commonwealth Civic Association 

♦Bellerose Hillside Civic Association ♦ Bell Park Manor Terrace Community Council ♦ Bowne Park Civic Association ♦ 
Briarwood Community Association ♦ Cambria Heights Civic Association ♦ Cherry Robinson Homeowners ♦ Civic Association 

of  Utopia Estates ♦ C.O.M.E.T. (Communities of Maspeth-Elmhurst Together) ♦ Concerned Citizens of Laurelton ♦ 
Cornucopia Society ♦ Creedmoor Civic Association ♦ Deerfield Area Association  ♦ Doug-Bay Manor Civic Association ♦ 
Douglas Manor Association ♦ Douglaston Civic Association ♦ Dutch Kills Civic Assn. of Long Island City ♦ East Flushing 
Civic Association ♦ Federated Block Associations of Laurelton ♦ Federation of Civic Associations of Southeast Queens ♦ 

Floral Park Community Council ♦ Flushing Heights Civic Association ♦ Flushing on the Hill Taxpayers Association ♦ Forest 
Hills Chamber of Commerce ♦ Forest Hills Crescents Association ♦ Forest Hills-Van Court Association ♦ Fresh Meadows 

Homeowners Association ♦ Georgetown Mews ♦ Glendale Civic Association of Queens ♦ Glen Oaks Village Owners, Inc. ♦ 
Greater Astoria Historical Society ♦ Greater Whitestone Taxpayers Civic Association ♦ Harding Heights Civic Association ♦ 

Hillcrest Estates Civic Association ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #1 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #2 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #3 ♦ 
Hilltop Village Co-Op #4 ♦ Hollis 11423 Block Association ♦ Hollis Hills Civic Association ♦ Holliswood Civic Association 

♦ Hollis Park Gardens Civic Association ♦ Holly Civic Association♦ Hunters Point Community Coalition  ♦ Hyde Park 
Gardens Cooperative ♦ Jackson Heights Beautification Group ♦ Jamaica Estates Association ♦ Jamaica Hill Community 

Association ♦ Juniper Park Civic Association ♦ Kew Gardens Civic Association ♦ Kew Gardens Hills Homeowners Association 
♦ Kissena Park Civic Association ♦ Little Neck Bay Civic Association ♦ Little Neck Pines ♦ Malba Civic Association ♦ 

Meadowlark Gardens Owners ♦ Middle Village Maspeth Civic Association ♦ Middle Village Property Owners Association ♦ 
Mitchell Linden Civic Association ♦ Neponsit Property Owners Association ♦ Newtown Civic Association ♦ North Bellerose 

Civic Association ♦ North Flushing Civic Association ♦ North Hills Estates Civic Association ♦ Northwest Clearview 
Homeowners Association ♦ Norwood Civic Association ♦ Oakland Terrace/ Gardens Community Council ♦ Off Broadway 

Homeowners Association ♦  Our Neighborhood Improvement Association  ♦ Parkway Village Historical Society ♦ Queensboro 
Hill Neighborhood Association ♦ Queens Colony Civic Association ♦ Queens Community Civic Corp. ♦ Queens Village Civic 
Association ♦ Ramblersville-Hawtree Civic Association ♦ Richmond Hill Historical Society ♦ Ridgewood Property Owners and 
Civic Association ♦ Rockaway Park Homeowners/ Residents ♦ Rocky Hill Civic Association ♦ Rosedale Civic Association ♦ 

Royal Ranch Association. ♦ Southeast Queens Concerned Neighbors ♦ South Ozone Park West Civic Association ♦ 
Springfield/Rosedale Community Action Association ♦ Station Road Civic Assoc. of Auburndale ♦ Sunnyside 

Gardens/Harrison Place Homeowners ♦ Surrey Estates Civic Association ♦ Union Turnpike Merchants Association ♦ United 
Forties Civic Association ♦ United Neighbors Civic Association ♦ Waldheim Neighborhood Association ♦ Wayanda Civic 

Association ♦ West Cunningham Park Civic Association ♦ Westmoreland Association ♦ Woodside Community Council


