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QUEENS CIVICS & ELECTEDS: KEEP EAST RIVER TOLL-FREE

The Queens Civic Congress [QCC] joined elected officials to impress on the NYC Traffic 
Congestion Mitigation Commission the folly of making New York City residents pay tolls for 
East  River crossings they drive across toll-free.  QCC President Corey B. Bearak joined City 
Council Finance Committee Chair David Weprin who organized the news conference, Brooklyn 
Borough President Marty Markowitz and State Senator Eric Adams today (Sunday, December 
16, 2007) to make clear the strong sentiment in the Borough of Queens against any toll scheme: 

The  Queens  Civic  Congress  represents  more  than  100  civic,  community,  condo,  co-
operative and tenant organizations.  Our membership represents almost every community in the 
borough.  Prior to the adoption of our CIVIC 2030 Platform in June, the Queens Civic Congress 
platform stated rather plainly "Maintain free use of all non-TBTA East River and Harlem River 
bridges for all city residents."  We stated that in March 2003; the justification remains the same.

Any toll  scheme  follows  a  shameful  tradition  of  city fathers  imposing  fees  to  cover 
municipal services covered by the tax levy and failing to reduce the tax levy.  East River Bridge 
tolls represent nothing more than a tax increase on the backs of working and middle class New 
Yorkers.  The major findings of IBO report issued just this past week – and the New York Times 
made of note of it in this morning's  editorial – indicate that residents of Brooklyn and Queens 
would bear the burden of any toll or charge – we call either a TAX – to enter Manhattan's central 
business district however narrowly or broadly the CBD gets defined.  Meanwhile, as The Times 
editorial highlighted from the IBO report, out of towners get a pass with this latest tax scheme."

If at the end of the day this exercise is all about revenue and not really about congestion 
and clean air, the Queens Civic Congress recommends to the NYC Traffic Congestion Mitigation 
Commission, elected officials, policymakers, those concerned about congestion and clean air as 
well  as funding mass transit  at the level we need, and the public at  large, the Queens Civic 
Congress revenue reforms delivered to the Commission when our transportation chairman James 
Trent testified at the Commission's Queens hearing on October 30.

In closing, let me state the relevant plank from CIVIC 2030: Maintain free use of all non-
TBTA East River and Harlem River bridges for all city residents, and oppose any plan or scheme 
to impose a tax, fee or toll on vehicles to enter Manhattan such as the "fee" proposed by the  
Mayor as part of “PlaNYC".
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Queens Civic Congress Members

Association of Old Forest Hills ♦ Auburndale Improvement Association ♦ Bayside Civic Database ♦ Bayside  Clear-Spring Council ♦ Bayside Hills Civic Association ♦ 
Bayswater Civic Association ♦ Βay Terrace Community Alliance, Inc. ♦ Bellaire-BellVill Civic Association ♦ Belle Harbor Property Owners Association ♦ Bellerose 

Commonwealth Civic Association ♦Bellerose Hillside Civic Association ♦ Bell Park Manor Terrace Community Council ♦ Bowne Park Civic Association ♦ Briarwood 
Community Association ♦ Cambria Heights Civic Association ♦ Civic Association of  Utopia Estates ♦ C.O.M.E.T. (Communities of Maspeth-Elmhurst Together) ♦ 

Concerned Citizens of Laurelton ♦ Cornucopia Society ♦ Creedmoor Civic Association ♦ Deerfield Area Association  ♦ Doug-Bay Manor Civic Association ♦ Douglas 
Manor Association ♦ Douglaston Civic Association ♦ Dutch Kills Civic Assn. of Long Island City ♦ East Flushing Civic Association ♦ Federated Block Associations of 

Laurelton ♦ Federation of Civic Associations of Southeast Queens ♦ Floral Park Community Council ♦ Flushing Heights Civic Association ♦ Flushing on the Hill Taxpayers 
Association ♦ Forest Hills Chamber of Commerce ♦ Forest Hills Crescents Association ♦ Forest Hills-Van Court Association ♦ Fresh Meadows Homeowners Association ♦ 
Georgetown Mews ♦ Glendale Civic Association of Queens ♦ Glen Oaks Village Owners, Inc. ♦ Greater Astoria Historical Society ♦ Greater Whitestone Taxpayers Civic 

Association ♦ Harding Heights Civic Association ♦ Hillcrest Estates Civic Association ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #1 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #2 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #3 
♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #4 ♦ Hollis 11423 Block Association ♦ Hollis Hills Civic Association ♦ Holliswood Civic Association ♦ Hollis Park Gardens Civic Association ♦ 
Holly Civic Association♦ Hyde Park Gardens Cooperative ♦ Jackson Heights Beautification Group ♦ Jamaica Estates Association ♦ Jamaica Hill Community Association ♦ 
Juniper Park Civic Association ♦ Kew Gardens Civic Association ♦ Kew Gardens Hills Homeowners Association ♦ Kew Gardens Improvement Association ♦ Kissena Park 

Civic Association ♦ Little Neck Bay Civic Association ♦ Little Neck Pines ♦ Long Island City Alliance ♦ Malba Civic Association ♦ Meadowlark Gardens Owners  ♦ 
Middle Village Property Owners Association ♦ Mitchell Linden Civic Association ♦ Neponsit Property Owners Association ♦ Newtown Civic Association ♦ North Bellerose 

Civic Association ♦ North Flushing Civic Association ♦ North Hills Estates Civic Association ♦ Northwest Clearview Homeowners Association ♦ Norwood Civic 
Association ♦ Oakland Terrace/ Gardens Community Council ♦ Off Broadway Homeowners Association ♦ Our Neighborhood Improvement Association  ♦ Our Neighbors 

Association of Ozone Park, Inc.  ♦ Parkway Village Historical Society ♦ Queensboro Hill Neighborhood Association ♦ Queens Colony Civic Association ♦ Queens 
Community Civic Corp. ♦ Queens Village Civic Association ♦ Ramblersville-Hawtree Civic Association ♦ Richmond Hill Historical Society ♦ Ridgewood Property Owners 

and Civic Association ♦ Rockaway Park Homeowners/ Residents ♦ Rocky Hill Civic Association ♦ Rosedale Civic Association ♦ Royal Ranch Association. ♦ Southeast 
Queens Concerned Neighbors ♦ South Ozone Park West Civic Association ♦ Springfield/Rosedale Community Action Association ♦ Station Road Civic Assoc. of 

Auburndale ♦ Sunnyside Gardens/Harrison Place Homeowners ♦ Surrey Estates Civic Association ♦ Union Turnpike Merchants Association ♦ United Forties Civic 
Association ♦ United Neighbors Civic Association ♦ Waldheim Neighborhood Association ♦ Wayanda Civic Association ♦ West Cunningham Park Civic Association ♦ 

Westmoreland Association ♦ Woodside Community Council


