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SANITATION DEPT HEARINGS ON REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING BAN 
ON “THROWAWAY” CIRCULARS

Queens Civic Congress recommends concerned residents testify or submit comments on 
proposed regulations to implement the ban on unwanted throwaway circulars passed by State 
Assembly Member Mark Weprin and State Senator Frank Padavan.  QCC President Corey B. 
Bearak noted the Wednesday, June 4, 9:30, a.m. - 12:30 p.m., hearing on proposed regulations 
"governing the distribution of advertisements on private property" at the NYC Department of 
Sanitation,  125 Worth Street,  2nd Floor Auditorium.  Written comments  may be sent  to the 
office  of  the  Deputy Commissioner  for  Legal  Affairs,  NYC  Department  of  Sanitation,  125 
Worth Street, Room 710, New York, New York 10013 on or before the hearing.  The Weprin-
Padavan law mandates a penalty for such littering ranging from $250 up to $1,000.

The proposed Litter Law rules  (see:  http://home.nyc.gov/html/dsny/downloads/pdf/rules/
noa/lawnlitterrule.pdf),  require  homeowners  to  submit  a  notarized  affidavit  together  with  the 
throwaway  circulars  to  the  Director  of  Enforcement  c/o  Lawn  Litter,  NYC  Department  of 
Sanitation, 1824 Shore Parkway, Brooklyn, New York 11214. Queens Civic Congress received 
preliminary complaints from member organizations who follow this issue, explained Mr. Bearak. 
“Civic leaders expressed concern that the proposed complaint process would discourage some 
homeowners  from making a  complaint.”   The  proposed  regulations  involve  the  homeowner 
downloading a complaint affidavit form or to call 3-1-1 for one.  The need to notarize the form 
and mail it together with the literature deposited to DOS in Brooklyn, and then be available to 
attend a hearing, if the adjudicating officer asks for an appearance to testify. 

“Queens Civic Congress wants a law with teeth, not a toothless tiger,” stated Bearak who 
expects to propose some remedies to encourage rather than discourage complaints.  “The point of 
the Weprin-Padavan law is to induce distributors to abide by the law and not throw trash on our 
porches, walks and front yards.  Queens Civic Congress believes a few simple tweaks will enable 
to DOS regulations to better reflect the intent of the law: Providing a pre-addressed pre-stamped 
envelope or a downloadable mailing label that includes postage;  Require a notarized affidavit as 
an alternative to in-person testimony;  As with illegal postering, deploy Sanitation Enforcement 
Agents  to  complaint  locations  to  collect  affidavits  and  the  illegal  throwaway material;  and 
require   any hearing  needing  a  witness  be  held  in  the  home  borough,  or  the  borough  the 
complainant works in (upon request).”

For  more  information  about  the  Queens  Civic  Congress,  please  go  to 
www.queensciviccongress.org.
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Find Queens Civic Congress Members on the web at: http://queensciviccongress.org/organization/members.php.

 Queens Civic Congress Members
Association of Old Forest Hills ♦ Auburndale Improvement Association ♦ Bayside Civic Database ♦ Bayside  Clear-Spring Council ♦ Bayside 
Hills Civic Association ♦ Bayswater Civic Association ♦ Βay Terrace Community Alliance, Inc. ♦ Bellaire-BellVill Civic Association ♦ Belle 
Harbor Property Owners Association ♦ Bellerose Commonwealth Civic Association ♦Bellerose Hillside Civic Association ♦ Bell Park Manor 
Terrace Community Council ♦ Bowne Park Civic Association ♦ Briarwood Community Association ♦ Cambria Heights Civic Association ♦ 

Civic Association of  Utopia Estates ♦ C.O.M.E.T. (Communities of Maspeth-Elmhurst Together) ♦ Concerned Citizens of Laurelton ♦ 
Cornucopia Society ♦ Creedmoor Civic Association ♦ Deerfield Area Association  ♦ Doug-Bay Manor Civic Association ♦ Douglas Manor 
Association ♦ Douglaston Civic Association ♦ Dutch Kills Civic Assn. of Long Island City ♦ East Flushing Civic Association ♦ Federated 

Block Associations of Laurelton ♦ Federation of Civic Associations of Southeast Queens ♦ Floral Park Community Council ♦ Flushing Heights 
Civic Association ♦ Flushing on the Hill Taxpayers Association ♦ Forest Hills Chamber of Commerce ♦ Forest Hills Crescents Association ♦ 
Forest Hills-Van Court Association ♦ Fresh Meadows Homeowners Association ♦ Georgetown Mews ♦ Glendale Civic Association of Queens 
♦ Glen Oaks Village Owners, Inc. ♦ Greater Astoria Historical Society ♦ Greater Whitestone Taxpayers Civic Association ♦ Harding Heights 

Civic Association ♦ Hillcrest Estates Civic Association ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #1 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #2 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #3 ♦ 
Hilltop Village Co-Op #4 ♦ Hollis 11423 Block Association ♦ Hollis Hills Civic Association ♦ Holliswood Civic Association ♦ Hollis Park 
Gardens Civic Association ♦ Holly Civic Association♦ Hyde Park Gardens Cooperative ♦ Jackson Heights Beautification Group ♦ Jamaica 

Estates Association ♦ Jamaica Hill Community Association ♦ Juniper Park Civic Association ♦ Kew Gardens Civic Association ♦ Kew 
Gardens Hills Homeowners Association ♦ Kew Gardens Improvement Association ♦ Kissena Park Civic Association ♦ Little Neck Bay Civic 
Association ♦ Little Neck Pines ♦ Long Island City Alliance ♦ Malba Civic Association ♦ Meadowlark Gardens Owners  ♦ Middle Village 

Property Owners Association ♦ Mitchell Linden Civic Association ♦ Neponsit Property Owners Association ♦ Newtown Civic Association ♦ 
North Bellerose Civic Association ♦ North Flushing Civic Association ♦ North Hills Estates Civic Association ♦ Northwest Clearview 

Homeowners Association ♦ Norwood Civic Association ♦ Oakland Terrace/ Gardens Community Council ♦ Off Broadway Homeowners 
Association ♦ Our Neighborhood Improvement Association  ♦ Our Neighbors Association of Ozone Park, Inc.  ♦ Parkway Village Historical 

Society ♦ Queensboro Hill Neighborhood Association ♦ Queens Colony Civic Association ♦ Queens Community Civic Corp. ♦ Queens 
Village Civic Association ♦ Ramblersville-Hawtree Civic Association ♦ Richmond Hill Historical Society ♦ Ridgewood Property Owners and 
Civic Association ♦ Rockaway Park Homeowners/ Residents ♦ Rocky Hill Civic Association ♦ Rosedale Civic Association ♦ Royal Ranch 

Association. ♦ Southeast Queens Concerned Neighbors ♦ South Ozone Park West Civic Association ♦ Springfield/Rosedale Community 
Action Association ♦ Station Road Civic Assoc. of Auburndale ♦ Sunnyside Gardens/Harrison Place Homeowners ♦ Surrey Estates Civic 

Association ♦ Union Turnpike Merchants Association ♦ United Forties Civic Association ♦ United Neighbors Civic Association ♦ Waldheim 
Neighborhood Association ♦ Wayanda Civic Association ♦ West Cunningham Park Civic Association ♦ Westmoreland Association ♦ 

Woodside Community Council
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