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Testimony
to

Community Board 5
in Support of a Park at the former St. Saviour's site

On behalf of the Queens Civic Congress, an umbrella organization for more than 110 
community and neighborhood based groups representing tenants, co-op and condo owners and 
homeowners living in every part of Queens, this testimony to Community Board 5 supports the 
efforts  of  Western Queens  community and parks activists  to  secure more  open space  where 
communities remain underserved compared to other New York City and Queens neighborhoods. 
The  economy and an  apparent  change of  heart  by the  New York Department  of  Parks  and 
Recreation offer an opportunity to put City Hall on the spot to devote resources to allow the 
reuse of the former St. Saviour's site as a community open space.  

Queens Civic Congress issue a “Green Statement” almost two years ago to help drive the 
notion  that  the City  must  protect,  maintain  public  open spaces  and green  areas  and acquire 
private ones  susceptible to development when community needs make plain the need to preserve 
such spaces for passive and active recreational uses.

Community Board 5, by including a request for funding the acquisiton of the former St. 
Saviour's  site,  helps  drive  the  momentum  created  by  the  Commissioner  Adrian  Benepe's 
willingness to acquire the site if funding becomes available.  The process – quite rightly – starts 
with the community indicating support and we all know how electeds rely on community boards 
as excuses or for rationales for funding decisions.  We need our electeds on the hook here and a 
funding recommendation by Community Board 5 represents the best means to move the process 
to get our electeds behind this opportunity.

Thank you for your consideration. 

Find Queens Civic Congress Members on the next or on the web at: 
http://queensciviccongress.org/organization/members.php.

[Read the Historic Districts Council testimony]
[Read the Newtown Historical Society testimony]
[Read letter from Urban Planner Paul Graziano, past HDC President and QCC Landmarking & Historical 
Preservation Chair]
[Read letter to Mayor from Council Member Elizabeth Crowley]
[See also St. Saviour's Reconstruction Funded for 2010  and Rally supports Park at St. Saviour's site.]
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Queens Civic Congress Members
 Addisleigh Park Civic Organization♦ Association of Old Forest Hills ♦ Auburndale Improvement Association 

♦ Bayside Civic Database ♦ Bayside Clear-Spring Council ♦ Bayside Hills Civic Association ♦ Bayswater Civic 
Association ♦ Βay Terrace Community Alliance, Inc.  ♦ Bay Terrace Cooperative Section 1 ♦ Bellaire-BellVill Civic 
Association ♦ Belle Harbor Property Owners Association ♦ Bellerose Commonwealth Civic Association ♦Bellerose 

Hillside Civic Association ♦ Bell Park Manor Terrace Community Council ♦ Bowne Park Civic Association ♦ Briarwood 
Community Association ♦ Broadway-Flushing Homeowners Association ♦ Cambria Heights Civic Association ♦ Civic 
Association of Utopia Estates ♦ C.O.M.E.T. (Communities of Maspeth-Elmhurst Together) ♦ Concerned Citizens of 
Laurelton ♦ Cornucopia Society ♦ Creedmoor Civic Association ♦ Deerfield Area Association ♦ Doug-Bay Manor 
Civic Association ♦ Douglas Manor Association ♦ Douglaston Civic Association ♦ Dutch Kills Civic Association of 
Long Island City ♦ East Elmhurst Corona Civic Association ♦ East Flushing Civic Association ♦ Federated Block 

Associations of Laurelton ♦ Federation of Civic Associations of Southeast Queens ♦ Floral Park Community Council 
♦ Flushing Heights Civic Association ♦ Flushing on the Hill Taxpayers Association ♦ Forest Hills Chamber of 

Commerce ♦ Forest Hills Crescents Association ♦ Forest Hills-Van Court Association ♦ Fresh Meadows Homeowners 
Association ♦ Georgetown Mews ♦ Glendale Civic Association of Queens ♦ Glen Oaks Village Owners, Inc. ♦ 
Greater Astoria Historical Society ♦ Greater Whitestone Taxpayers Civic Association ♦ Harding Heights Civic 

Association ♦ Hillcrest Estates Civic Association ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #1 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #2 ♦ Hilltop 
Village Co-Op #3 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #4 ♦ Hollis 11423 Block Association ♦ Hollis Hills Civic Association ♦ 
Holliswood Civic Association ♦ Hollis Park Gardens Association ♦ Holly Civic Association♦ Hyde Park Gardens 
Cooperative ♦ Jackson Heights Beautification Group ♦ Jamaica Estates Association ♦ Jamaica Hill Community 

Association ♦ Juniper Park Civic Association ♦ Kew Gardens Civic Association  ♦ Kew Gardens Hills Homeowners 
Association ♦ Kew Gardens Improvement Association ♦ Kissena Park Civic Association ♦ Little Neck Bay Civic 
Association ♦ Little Neck Pines ♦  Long Island City Alliance ♦ Malba Civic Association ♦ Meadowlark Gardens 
Owners ♦ Middle Village Property Owners Association ♦ Mitchell Linden Civic Association ♦ Neponsit Property 

Owners Association ♦ Newtown Civic Association♦ Newtown Historical Society ♦ North Bellerose Civic Association ♦ 
North Flushing Civic Association ♦ North Hills Estates Civic Association ♦ Northwest Clearview Homeowners 

Association ♦ Norwood Neighborhood Association ♦ Oakland Terrace/ Gardens Community Council ♦ Off Broadway 
Homeowners Association ♦  Our Neighborhood Improvement Association ♦ Our Neighbors Civic Association of 
Ozone Park, Inc.  ♦ Parkway Village Historical Society ♦ Queensboro Hill Neighborhood Association ♦ Queens 
Colony Civic Association ♦ Queens Community Civic Corp. ♦ Queens Village Civic Association ♦ Ramblersville-

Hawtree Civic Association ♦ Richmond Hill Historical Society ♦ Ridgewood Property Owners and Civic Association ♦ 
Rockaway Park Homeowners/Residents ♦ Rocky Hill Civic Association ♦ Rosedale Civic Association ♦ Royal Ranch 

Association ♦ Southeast Queens Concerned Neighbors ♦ South Ozone Park West Association Civic ♦ 
Springfield/Rosedale Community Action Association ♦ Station Road Civic Assoc. of Auburndale ♦ Sunnyside 

Gardens/Harrison Place Homeowners ♦ Surrey Estates Civic Association ♦ Union Turnpike Merchants Association ♦ 
United Forties Civic Association ♦ United Mutual Veterans Housing, Inc. ♦ Waldheim Neighborhood Association ♦ 
Wayanda Civic Association ♦ West Cunningham Park Civic Association ♦ Westmoreland Association ♦ Woodside 

Community Council


